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El Salvador: Notes On Fighting, Dec. 27-jan. 8
by Deborah Tyroler
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Published:  Wednesday, January 9, 1991
Dec. 27: Military sources reported that five rebels and one soldier were wounded during a clash
in Las Vueltas, Chalatenango department. Dec. 28: In a Radio Farabundo Marti broadcast, the
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) announced that as of 6:00 a.m. local time, the
towns of La Palma, San Ignacio, Santa Rita, Agua Caliente, La Reina, Comalapa, and Dulce Nombre
de Maria, all in Chalatenango department, were under FMLN control. Rebels stopped traffic, set up
roadblocks, occupied telecommunications (ANTEL) offices, and distributed FMLN literature. No
injuries were reported. The takeovers, said the broadcast, were in response to large- scale military
operations in the area which began on Dec. 20. The FMLN claimed 100 government troop casualties.
Dec. 30: In San Salvador, rebels launched three rocket- propelled grenades at a military barracks
adjacent to the presidential palace. The army reported one soldier wounded in the attack. Jan. 2:
Military sources reported that fighting in Las Vueltas, Chalatenango department, left three rebels
and one soldier dead, and seven rebels and one soldier wounded. In La Laguna, Chalatenango,
seven rebels were wounded in fighting with government troops. Next, one soldier was wounded
during a rebel attack on a military base in San Jose Guayabal, Cuscatlan department. The armed
forces press office (COPREFA) reported that in Nejapa, north of the capital, a civilian died after
inadvertently setting off a mine. According to COPREFA, the mine was planted by rebels. The army
accused the FMLN of abducting and assassinating Mauricio Solis, father of an army deputy sergeant
in Las Mesitas, Chalatenango. Jan. 8: Radio Farabundo Marti reported that the rebels caused 158
government troop casualties between Dec. 20 and Jan. 7 in Chalatenango department. Casualties
by army units were as follows: Atlacatl counterinsurgency battalion, 139; 1st military detachment,
8; and, 4th infantry brigade, 11. Next, the FMLN reported five casualties suffered by Customs
Police during an ambush Jan. 7 in western El Salvador. According to the rebels, in 1990 government
troop casualties totaled 3,323. Last year, rebels destroyed 40 aircraft and damaged 85, damaged or
destroyed 37 military trucks and 18 tanks, confiscated 445 weapons, and damaged or destroyed 1,315
components of the country's electricity grid. (Basic data from Notimex, 12/28/90; AP, 12/30/90; AFP,
01/02/91; ACAN-EFE, 01/02/91, 01/08/91)
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